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Site of the Organization of the Grand Army of the 

Republic, Decatur, 111., Marked by the 

Department of Illinois Woman's 

Relief Corps, April 6, 1915. 



Unveiling the tablet marking the birthplace of the Grand 
Army of the Republic at 253 South Park street, Decatur, Illi- 
nois, Tuesday afternoon, April 6, 1915, was a remarkably im- 
pressive exercise. The speakers * stand, just across the street 
from the tablet, at the edge of Central Park, could not have 
been better located, facing the tablet on the building. The 
speakers could be heard as easily as if they had been in an 
auditorium. An audience of one thousand or more was 
massed in the street between the speakers ' stand and the park. 
The exercises were interesting and carried out according to 
careful, well-made plans. Mrs. Inez J. Bender, department 
president of the Illinois Woman's Eelief Corps, introduced the 
speakers. Addresses were made by Bishop Samuel Fallows, 
Robert Mann Woods, Rev. Frank Fox, Mayor Dan Dinneen 
and Frank Torrence. 

The address of Robert Mann Woods was made especially 
interesting because he assisted Dr. Benjamin F. Stephenson, 
founder of the order, in preparing the first constitution and 
ritual and in having them printed. He said in part: "Dr. 
Stephenson criticized the constitution which I prepared for 
the organization," said Mr. Woods, "on the ground that it 
wasn't long enough. He thought it should be as voluminous 
as the Constitution of the United States." 

Mr. Woods told how they heard there was a printing shop 
in Decatur that was run entirely by veterans and so they 
brought the constitution and ritual here to be printed. The 
men here were enthusiastic and asked to be made Post 
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One, which was done. Two of the printers referred to were 
I. N. Coltrin and Joseph Prior. Among the members of the 
first post referred to were Captain Kanan and George B. 
Steele. Mrs. Kanan and Mrs. Steele both were on the plat- 
form. 

Mrs. Bender spoke of the debt she owed to Superintendent 
Frank Torrence, and Mr. Torrence was introduced as a 
brother of General J. T. Torrence and a cousin of Ell Tor- 
rence, former commander-in-chief of the Grand Army of the 
Bepublic. Mr. Torrence was warmly applauded. 

Under the direction of Miss Laura Houck and accompanied 
by a cornet, a chorus of school children sung " America" and 
"The Star-Spangled Banner." 

"O'er the land of the free 
And the home of the brave," 

Sang the children, and as the last strains were sung in the 
piping soprano of 150 children's voices, little Buth Donahue 
tugged at a cord, a handsome little flag floated wide, and a 
thousand persons broke into applause. The handsome bronze 
tablet, commemorating the birthplace of the Grand Army of 
the Bepublic was unveiled, the gift of the Woman's Belief 
Corps. 

In less than an hour's time the simple ceremonies were com- 
pleted. Bishop Samuel Fallows, department commander, who 
delivered the principal address, was as brief as he was elo- 
quent. The addresses of Mrs. Inez J. Bender, department 
president of the Illinois Woman's Belief Corps, Bobert Mann 
Woods of Joliet, and Bev. Frank Fox, representing the de- 
partment commander of South Dakota, and Mayor Dan Din- 
neen were delivered in a few words. 

A larg'e platform, erected by Park Superintendent Frank 
Torrence, directly opposite the building at 253 South Park 
street, held the speakers, representatives of the Grand Army 
of the Bepublic, the Belief Corps, the school children's chorus 
from the Marietta, Gastman, Warren and French schools, and 
the invited guests. The crowd stood between the platform 
and the building. Windows and fire escapes for a block 
around were in demand for vantage points. 




MRS. INEZ J. BENDER. 
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Immediately in front of the speakers waved the flag borne 
by a member of the Grand Army of the Republic. The dra- 
matic moment in the exercises was when Bishop Fallows beck- 
oned the standard bearer forward, and, grasping the folds of 
"Old Glory," held them up before the eyes of all. 

MRS. BENDER PRESENTS TABLET. 

Mrs. Bender, largely through whose efforts the tablet was 
placed, presented it with these words: 

"I shall not take your time to tell you what splendid work 
has been done by the Woman's Relief Corps in Illinois. Our 
purpose today is to do honor to the Grand Army of the Re- 
public, to write upon the page of history this tribute of love 
and loyalty and appreciation from the Woman's Relief Corps 
of Illinois to the men who, under the providence of God, pre- 
served this nation to us and to all time, to erect upon this spot 
a sacred shrine to which may come — and will come — thousands 
upon thousands of pilgrims to pledge anew their allegiance to 
the principles of our great republic and to testify that we, as 
a nation, are not unmindful of the great cost that was made 
to maintain its unity. They will come to Decatur — to this very 
place, even as they go to Mt. Vernon and to Springfield, to 
pay homage to the memory of Washington and Lincoln. 

■"■To the Grand Army of the Republic — to the children — to 
Decatur — to the world — we present this silent, enduring 
tribute." 

Mrs. Bender then presented Bishop Fallows, whose tall, 
slender figure was clad in blue uniform and who wore the 
badge of his rank. His powerful voice rang out over the 
crowd and held interest to the end. 



Address by Right Rev. Samuel Fallows, dd., lld., Depart- 
ment Commander, Illinois Grand Army of the Republic. 

at the unveiling and dedication op the bronze tablet with 
which the department of illinois woman 's relief corps 

MARKED THE PLACE WHERE THE GRAND ARMY OF THE 
REPUBLIC WAS ORGANIZED 

We commemorate today, in this fitting manner, the birth of 
the Grand Army of the Republic. The patriotic and far-seeing 
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men who assembled here forty-nine years ago, to begin their 
imperishable work, although with a vision transcendent of its 
results, — builded far better than they knew. 

They took the name which far more than any other de- 
scribed the glorious Union Armies, and used it in a concrete 
form to express the inner circle of honorable, faithful, pa- 
triotic soldiers of that great Union host, bound together by 
the ties of Friendship, Charity and Loyalty. An inner circle, 
I said, but one which has been widened enough to embrace 
every comrade who could meet its simple fundamental tests. 

From this small beginning it grew to be the mightiest pa- 
triotic organization the country or the world has ever known. 

In its broad, comprehensive sense, intensified and quickened 
by this inner movement, the Grand Army of the Republic is 
the one peerless army in the history of mankind. 

It was grand in the number of men who composed it. Until 
this fearful war across the sea broke out, there probably was 
never mustered in one single army the same number of sol- 
diers recorded in all the military annals of time. 

It was no exaggeration of language when a gray-headed, 
loyal Southerner, seeing the boys in blue go tramping by, in- 
voluntarily cried out: "It seems to me I hear the command: 
' Attention, World! Forward by States, by Nations — Bight 
wheel, March !"* " 

Trooping, tramping, triumphing, the glorious hosts of Lib- 
erty went marching on ! 

That army was grand in the character of the rank and file 
that composed it. It was said of Napoleon 's army that ' * every 
soldier carried a field marshal's baton in his knapsack." Pres- 
ident Lincoln said: "Every regiment of Union soldiers con- 
tained material enough for a president, a cabinet, and a con- 
gress of the United States.' f More intelligent men, more pa- 
triotic men, more gallant, heroic men, more God-fearing men, 
never stood behind a gun or drew a sword. They were the 
flower of the nation in their knightly youth. They were the 
pick of the world unmatched and unmatchable. 

The army was grand in the cause for which it fought. Not 
for lust of territory, not for lust of blood, not to gratify a 
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RIGHT REV. SAMUEL FALLOWS. 
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barbaric savagery, not to let loose a depraved and degenerate 
animalism, not to erect a despotic and abhorrent militarism, 
but to maintain the honor, the unity, and the glory of the one 
nation; and to keep the one flag floating over the American 
ship of State, the flagship of our common humanity. 

That army was grand in its results. It saved the Union. It 
freed the slave. It made the American people the richest on the 
earth. It opened the portals not of a single state, but of the 
whole United States to every desirable citizen of the globe. For 
it established "This House of the Lord upon the top of the 
mountains and exalted it above the hills," and caused all na- 
tions to flow into it. It made our walls salvation and our gates 
praise. It made our country the world's New Jerusalem — the 
joy of the whole earth. 

Grand have been the achievements of this inner Grand 
Army of the Republic, of which this beautiful memorial tablet 
so graphically speaks. Every soldier within or without its 
ranks owes it a lasting debt of gratitude in securing the honor 
and the justice which are his rightful dues. And I want to 
say, in the most emphatic language my tongue can command, 
that it is the imperative duty of every comrade now with- 
out, to come within the royal and loyal fellowship of our 
patriotic fold. Plead no age or infirmity against the urgent 
loving invitation it gives, Come ! Come, thou with us and we 
will do you good." 

See the magnificent results it has accomplished in hallowing 
our heroic dead on each recurring Memorial day. Witness 
the kindling and the vivifying of a true American spirit it has 
created in the breasts of millions of our manifold peoples both 
young and old. Look at the blessed, benign influence of our 
noble patriotic women, who so loyally and successfully are 
helping us carry on our divinely appointed work. The crown 
of glory this Grand Army of Republic, by the grace of God, 
has put upon the brow of American womanhood, has never 
adorned the head of any earthly queen before. My comrades 
and friends the watchword of Napoleon's intrepid favorite 
command was, "The old guard dies, but never surrenders." 
The Grand Army of the Republic, in its soul and spirit, never 
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dies, and it never surrenders. ' ' It lives in the undying country 
it redeemed and glorified, and let us hope and believe that 
when the inevitable end of that beloved country must come in 
time, "it shall go down not with the cloud capped towers and 
gorgeous palaces, but with the solemn temples and the great 
globe itself.' ' 



ORGANIZATION OF THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 

The organization of the first post of the Grand Army of the 
Eepublic took place on April 6, 1866 in a room on the second 
floor of the building at 253 South Park street, Decatur, 111. 
The idea of such an organization as the Grand Army of the 
Eepublic originated with Benjamin F. Stephenson of Spring- 
field. His plans did not meet with much favor in Springfield 
and he came to Decatur and brought the matter before some 
of the war veterans here with the result that the first post 
was established, the ritual determined upon, selected the name 
and secured the charter. 

CHARTER MEMBERS. 

The charter members of the first post were M. F. Kanan, 
George R. Steele, George H. Dunning, I. C. Pugh, J. H. Nale, 
J. T. Bishop, C. Biebsame, J. W. Bouth, B. F. Sibley, L N. Col- 
trin, Joseph Prior, and A. Toland. The last of the charter 
members, C. Biebsame, died about a year ago in Bloomington. 

Some time later interest in the organization died out and the 
post was practically disbanded. When the reorganization 
movement started over the country, Decatur lost its place as 
Post 1, and was given No. 141. The post was named in honor 
of Amos Dunham the first Macon county soldier killed in the 
war. 

Captain B. A. Smith of Lake City, la., is probably the 
only survivor of the historic occasion when the first post was 
organized. Captain Smith then resided at Sycamore, HI., 
and was one of a party that came to Decatur to assist in must- 
ering the post. 

The Lake City News of April 1 contains an article about 
Captain Smith and the unveiling of the tablet in Decatur. 
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Rev. Frank Fox, of the First Congregational church, was 
introduced to speak for Cyrus Fox, department commander 
of South Dakota, from which state Rev. Mr. Fox came, last 
week, and for all the department commanders of the country. 
He spoke especially of Illinois, the state of Lincoln, Grant and 
Logan, and of its great sacrifice of men in the rebellion, 
praised the purpose of the memorial. 

Ruth Donahue, granddaughter of George R. Steele, the first 
adjutant and a charter member of old Post 1, released the flag 
and formally unveiled the beautiful tablet at the stairway en- 
trance. 

Judge W. G. Cochran, Past Department Commander Illinois 
G. A. R. was ill in his home in Sullivan, and Mrs. Augusta Sex- 
ton, department president of the Ladies of the G. A. R., could 
not attend. 



NOTES OF THE UNVEILING. 

Thirteen women of the W. R. C. of Mattoon attended the 
exercises. 

P. F. Cox of Rock Island, past post commander, was present 
at the unveiling. 

In the telegram from Mrs. Augusta Sexton of Chicago, say- 
ing she could not be present, were included greetings from the 
Ladies of the G. A. R., of which she is department president. 

The incription on the tablet reads as follows : 

"Birthplace of the Grand Army of the Republic. In a 
second floor room on this spot the Grand Army of the Republic 
was organized April 6, 1866, by Dr. Benjamin F. Stephenson. 
This tablet is placed by the Department of Illinois Woman '& 
Relief Corps, Auxiliarv to the Grand Army of the Republic, 
April 6, 1915.' ' 



